Town Board Meeting Minutes - January 11, 2010
Chairman Frassetto called the regular monthly Town Board meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Chairman Frassetto.
Members Present:  Thomas Herzing, Frank Frassetto and Robert Keller (via telephone).
Others Present:  Treasurer John McDermott, Clerk Ellen Chmielewski, and six townspeople.

Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Town Board Minutes of December 14, 2009; seconded by Supervisor Herzing. Supervisor Herzing corrected the Cingular cell tower offer from $9,000 to $89,000 for the Town, Pg. 3.  CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Treasurer McDermott presented the Treasurer’s Report as of December 31, 2009. The fund accounts and cash flow report were read. There is $290,167 in the general fund accounts; $737,000 was tax collection. The cash balance is over 1 million dollars; interest rate on tax account is going up. When asked when the property tax payment has to be disbursed, Treasurer McDermott said by the end of this week, January 15th with the County, State and schools. The second settlement will be February 15th. Chair Frassetto noted the bridge replacement monies have zeroed out. Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Treasurer’s Report; seconded by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.  
CLERK’S REPORT:


Resolution to Oppose DOR County Assessment Proposal. I was asked to prepare a Resolution to Oppose DOR County Assessment Proposal for the Town based on recommendations from the Towns Association meeting.  I gave you a copy of Rick Stadelman’s article from the January 2010 WTA magazine for review. Motion by Supervisor Herzing to oppose the DOR County Assessment Proposal; seconded by Chairman Frassetto.  Supervisor Keller had been given a copy of the Resolution for review. Chair Frassetto added that at the WTA meeting last Thursday, Bob Piechowski, a District Rep., talked about a Director’s meeting in Madison to continue to try to get some items treated more favorably from the entire system. They feel it will not do what it is supposed to do in their opinion. Basically the state is shifting costs down to the County and other levels. No draft bill has been prepared yet. This resolution will then be sent to the state representatives. CARRIED

Mutual Aid Box Alarm System-WI.  This item was carried over from the December, 2009 meeting.  At that time more information was to be obtained and reported back.  Chief Seffern stopped in the office last Friday to check on the status of the agreements and to give me a bill on the 2008-2009 Length of Service Award Program.  This bill was added to the bills to be paid list.  I told Chief Seffern there were some questions about this system and he is here tonight to answer any questions. 

Correspondence:  There was a nice email sent today about plowing on E. Ripple, Pau ko Tuc, Windemere and Candlish Harbor last Friday morning.  


Lastly, an individual came in for a bartender’s license today. He said he will be working at Captain Slam’s and was told he might be working this Friday night.  I have a call into the Dept. of Revenue to check on the status of Captain Slam’s, but have not heard back.
  

 




PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

John Jorgensen introduced himself. He is running for the Winnebago County Circuit Judge position. He gave his history as a prosecutor and presented a brochure on his platform.  Some of the alternative courts, including Teen Court, were discussed.  


Jim Chitwood, 5024 County Road R, spoke about the Winnebago County Conflict Resolution   

Directors; cases are kept out of the court system. This helps the Judges with their backlogs.


Chief Doug Seffern took questions about the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System. Supervisor Herzing felt this was an open-ended commitment; we have no sense of what we are committing ourselves to, what kind of budget was involved and what determinations would be made by year.  This is cooperation between departments, but this would affect the Van Dyne and Black Wolf budgets. Chief Seffern explained the agreement is State-wide, signed into law. It will replace the Mutual Aid Agreements we have in place now; we have agreements with Winnebago and Fond du Lac Counties. The MABAS system is the one that will be used from now on. There should be no cost involved; all mutual aid calls are pre-determined, there are 9 categories. Cards are filled in with resources within the County and how far you want to go. If a call goes beyond basic needs, dispatch is called and the box numbers are selected; it is all predetermined. It is Van Dyne’s call whether they go or not; we are not required to send people. If we cannot respond they call other people down the line. Some costs are reimbursed. When asked about other areas having this system set up, Chief Seffern said the southern part of the state is already set up; now they want everyone involved. Supervisor Herzing asked that this be put on the February agenda.  Chair Frassetto felt this is a management tool to make responding more efficient and more effective.  Chief Seffern added the system works.

As no one else wished to speak, the public participation portion of the meeting was closed.         
COUNTY SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:  County Supervisor Pat Brennand was present. He said 8 seats were contested on the County Board level. On solid waste, all municipalities have stopped using blue bags as of Jan. 1st, 2010; this seems to be going well. On Farmland Preservation, the State decided to put this in the budget bill; the County is looking for input on how the towns feel. The impact to Black Wolf is minimal; the Town of Nekimi has a large portion in Farmland Preservation. The County is not sure what to do at this point; it has ideas but wants input. Information will still be taken after the February 1st deadline. Chair Frassetto talked about the questionnaire and that Black Wolf does its own zoning, except for shoreland zoning. P.Brennand felt it would be a 50/50 split on how it is going to come in because of how towns are set up; he will wait to voice his opinion on this. The County Re-write Committee was discussed, with Supervisor Herzing on the Committee. P.Brennand is pleased with the results.  The County has also put in opposition to the Assessment proposal; they feel it is where it belongs. The Teen Court, Drug Court and other programs are working well; we need to build on these types of programs.     
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:

  


The WI Towns Association, Winnebago Co. Unit meeting last Thursday was discussed. Mark Harris, County Executive, and Mark Roloff, City Manager, were on the agenda. The idea was to promote a dialog between intergovernmental agencies.  It was a good continuation of conversations between County and City government and the towns talking about working together. There were good responses from the meeting; we are heading in the right direction. We will try to work together. On the Boundary Agreement, when we met with Manager Roloff, following the retirement of Jackson Kinney, Mark Roloff anticipates it will be a few weeks before a new Community Director is hired. At that time they will push the boundary agreements along so they can go to the State. 


On Farmland Preservation, information was presented on this. Supervisor Brennand added that Jerry Bougie would come to a meeting to discuss this if we wanted. Planning & Zoning could look at this. This will be put on next month’s agenda.

The last item is the re-appointment of Tracy Kollock to the Planning & Zoning Committee.    Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the re-appointments of Tracy Kollock to the Planning & Zoning Committee; seconded by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED. 
SUPERVISOR I REPORT:  

Planning & Zoning Committee: There was a discussion on lighting in the Town and the Committee discussed options with selling the cell tower on town property. No actions were taken. 


On the Winnebago County Land Use Planning Text Amendment, it was passed with no objections.  Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Winnebago County Land Use Planning Text Amendment; seconded by Chairman Frassetto.  CARRIED.

The Mateyka/Streblow CSM was looked at.  Supervisor Herzing felt it is defective as it stands. Zoning Administrator Verstegen needs to look at this.  Planning & Zoning had asked for a modification and this not the correct modification.  This will go back to Planning & Zoning next month.    

SUPERVISOR II REPORT: Supervisor Keller appreciated being able to call in for the meeting. He will be at the February meeting. One complaint came in from Oakland Lane because it was not plowed. The trucks cannot get into the road: there are planks and a car is parked at the end where the truck turns around. Richard Schultz owns the land where the planks are; he said he will move them and see about getting the car removed.   The roads are in good shape; the drivers are working together. Chair Frassetto felt the drivers are doing a good job. 

Under truck maintenance there was a problem with the F550, but plow was damaged and went to Monroe. We feel it is a warranty issue; Monroe feels we hit something. We are in negotiations now. 

Chair Frassetto talked about items along the road but Supervisor Keller felt it might be a raised manhole. A quote was received from Monroe on a salter; additional items might be needed. Motion by Supervisor Keller to approve the salter purchase; seconded by Chair Frassetto.  After discussion another quote was requested. Motion to table the purchase of a salter until next month. CARRIED. 


On Greystone Court, TRIP funding application, this was submitted by John Haese to the State; there should not be a problem getting funding approved. There was an adjustment to the numbers to comply with the program. We may want to think about doing additional paving in the town.

CONSTABLE’S REPORT:
 Chris Martell was not present.


SANITARY DISTRICT REPORT:  Chuck Linde talked about the Clearwater abatement program started in 2004. The flow from 2001 is down 20%; from 2001 down 35%. This reduces the cost $20,000-$25,000 each year. Soon the savings in costs of treatment fees will pay for all of the repairs made to-date. This has been very cost effective now and in the future; it also takes pressure off our system. As far as the manhole problem, C.Linde would like to know if this is what happened with the plow. The driver would know if he hit a raised manhole.  Pt. Comfort was taken care of.

BUILDING INSPECTOR REPORT: D.Frank was not present; no questions about his monthly report.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:  Supervisor Herzing moved to approve the payment of bills for January 2010; second by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.   

Chairman Frassetto moved to adjourn until February 8, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. seconded by Supervisor Herzing.   CARRIED.
Respectfully submitted,
Ellen Chmielewski, Clerk
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