Town Board Meeting Minutes

November 8, 2010

Chairman Frank Frassetto called the regular monthly Town Board meeting to order.  
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance, lead by Chairman Frassetto.

Members Present: Supervisor Thomas Herzing, Supervisor Robert Keller, Chairman Frank Frassetto. Others Present: Treasurer John McDermott, Clerk Ellen Chmielewski and three townspeople.

Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Town Board Minutes of October 11, 2010; seconded by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED. 

Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Budget Workshop Minutes of October 16th and November 1st; seconded by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Treasurer McDermott reviewed the Treasurer’s Report as of Oct. 31, 2010. The fund accounts and cash flow reports were read; total cash: $496,495. Interest rates remain low. There was $17,000 in revenue, $72,000 expenditures including the Van Dyne Volunteer Fire Dept. Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Treasurer’s Report; seconded by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED.  
CLERK’S REPORT:

   1. Bowmar Appraisal sent the 2011 Assessor Contract for our review.  The cost of $15,400 for 2011 is the same as 2010 & 2009; 2008 was $15,100.  Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the 2011 Assessor Contract from Bowmar Appraisal; seconded by Supervisor Keller.  CARRIED. 

   2.  Update on General Election.  Out of 1850 registered voters, 1305 votes were cast, or 70%, with about one dozen unreturned absentee ballots. The election went smoothly and the machines worked well.  It was the last election for our Chief Election Inspector, Ruth Rank.  Next year Karen Sagmeister will take over with Patricia Engler as her backup. The two elections next year will be on February 15th and April 5th. The refrigerator magnets did arrive prior to the election and many people commented that they liked to see them back. The cost was $515 which included business cards showing the office hours and the Zoning Administrator and Building Inspector hours. 

   3. The Historical Committee ordered 25 additional booklets, and sold them all.  The last couple of pages are missing from the reprinted booklets. Residents are being called to bring them in and we will have the booklets redone. Our printer is being asked to print some additional booklets, at no cost, because of the error. 

   Under Correspondence:  A thank you card was received from the family of Wayne Linde. The town did send a plant to his service.  
   In today’s mail I received a couple of additional bills to be paid tonight, if approved. 
 




PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Joyce Cheney commented that she felt it is interesting the public can speak on issues that are not on the agenda.  Her interest is in the discharge control ordinance; she is personally affected and is grateful for actions taken so far. She supports the town being able to take constructive action and for the enforcement in clearing out drainage areas which impact neighboring property. Chair Frassetto talked about meetings held years ago and that this wasn’t the case; it has been opened up since.
As no one else wished to speak, the public participation portion of the meeting was closed.
COUNTY SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:  
County Supervisor Pat Brennand was not present.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:
   1. Quiet Zone Update: An email was received from Tom Boyke, our representative from Riechert-Mielke, who is helping to establish a quiet zone. We had 60 days after the Notice of Intent, dated September 21, 2010, and are about 2 weeks out from the Railroad Administration making their decision. No issues have been brought up; the devices have been ordered. Once we hear from the RR Administration we can install them; there is a contact person if we need help. Signs will also have to be installed at the crossings. The RR Administration then looks at the work that was done and 21 days later the quiet zone will officially begin. T.Boyke is preparing the Notice of Establishment of a Quiet Zone. Supervisor Herzing asked who informs Canadian National and Chair Frassetto said we will send the Notice out.  When Supervisor Herzing asked what happens if they don’t respond, Chair Frassetto said we have a Constable; the request of Tom Boyke was to have a local official. Supervisor Keller asked about monitoring compliance of the quiet zone; Chair Frassetto said the railroad can sound the horn if they deem it necessary for a warning; if that happens, calls will come in. The railroad has been part of this process for a longtime; we don’t anticipate there being a problem.  The Constable would find out the circumstances and keep a running log. Chris Martell will be put on as a point of contact. 
   2. Illicit Discharge Ordinance: This has gone before the Plan Commission and the Planning & Zoning Committee. They unanimously agreed with the changes proposed which specifically deal with establishing watercourse definitions, maintenance and compliance. This is a result of the surface water drainage plan trying to address the hot spots we have throughout the town. Chair Frassetto pointed out areas that are important; the new ordinance is larger than the one we had before. There are broader definitions in the new ordinance, more detailed performance standards, a more complete enforcement scheme and the ability of the town to abate violations themselves and then recover costs. In the old ordinance, if a violation occurred and we investigated it, then we start issuing citations. The difference here is when a complaint occurs, the town investigates and determines that a course of action needs to take place. The land owner has the ability to correct it and if not the town goes in, corrects it, and we bill back. We have two different ways of recouping our cost: pay the bill or it goes on the tax roll. This is a solid enforcement mechanism. The new ordinance was put together based on other illicit discharge control ordinances from other towns. Based on that information, this makes our initial ordinance stronger and adds language about watercourses. Chair Frassetto talked about the language in 12.6.9, the definition of what a watercourse if. Our big problem is water when it gets on private property. The definition of a watercourse is a natural or artificial channel through which water flows. According to the attorney, that covers everything. Other things are noted, but this is the important part; we can proceed in areas called a watercourse. This allows us to take care of maintenance issues going back on property that has already been developed; as new CSM’s come forward, with areas marked as watercourses and verified with the surface water plan, that information can be clearly documented and articulated to property owners, when they develop, that these areas need to be maintained and can not be graded over, or whatever, especially if it impacts the flow of water through the town from a source to a destination. We are looking at a resolution which essentially takes Exhibit A, the current Illicit Discharge Control Ordinance, and replaces it with Exhibit B, the new Illicit Discharge and Connection Ordinance.  Motion by Supervisor Herzing to approve the Resolution Repealing Current Chapter 12 of the Town of Black Wolf Code of Ordinances and Adopting Amended Chapter 12 of Town of Black Wolf Code of Ordinances; seconded by Chair Frassetto.  CARRIED.    This will be posted for 30 days and then become effective.

Next Chair Frassetto talked about an article in the last WTA Newsletter regarding sitting of wind turbines. They want to make sure that if local governments want to regulate wind turbines they need to adopt an ordinance. After discussion, this will be passed on to Planning & Zoning.  Supervisor Herzing also felt the committee should look at the current regulations for towers and setbacks. 

Chair Frassetto noted the Winnebago Lakes Council will have its annual meeting on Nov. 9th.

SUPERVISOR I REPORT:

Supervisor Herzing said the last Planning & Zoning meeting covered the Illicit Discharge Ordinance, which was then covered earlier in this meeting; he had nothing else to discuss.  


SUPERVISOR II REPORT
Supervisor Keller said some grading of about 1600 feet was done on Black Wolf Ave. This was from a request by a farmer; they used the quote from L&S as it was less than the County’s estimate. The estimate was $2150; the owner will pay 1/2.  A neighbor is concerned that the water will move faster, moving to the culvert under the road, across the street to the ditch area on his property.  Nothing has been done to it nor cleaned out; there are mature trees in the ditch and a lot of vegetation in the ditch. The owner said he talked with DNR a couple of years ago; DNR said don’t do anything as it is a town issue. This is on private property, going north on Black Wolf. So far the water has not come up to his house; this does not sound like a major damage potential, but he is concerned. The owner was told we would have Land & Water look at the area for comments or suggestions. Chair Frassetto agreed saying the grades should fit in with the surface water plan. Supervisor Herzing felt this was the time to discuss the storm water assessment fee for each parcel to fund the account. Chair Frassetto said this was already discussed and approved at the budget meeting; now it is going to be used next year. The question is: how are we going to use the Special Assessment fund?  Supervisor Herzing said if we are doing this ad hoc right now, we should be looking at a long range plan. Supervisor Keller agreed, stating we have different areas like this all over town; does this become priority or are other areas top priority? The District needs to develop a list and prioritizing areas. Chair Frassetto said we do know of problem areas identified in the Plan; we will need to wait to see what happens.  Supervisor Keller asked about Land & Water looking at the plan now that this area has changed, and put in checkpoints which may alleviate the problem. Chair Frassetto said at the least we have to call Land & Water and get them out there now that the town has approved the work. We need to get a basic understanding. At the next meeting we can set up some priorities or mechanisms.

Next Supervisor Keller said we have 3 CDL licensed snowplow drivers: Steve Procknow, Steve Groth and Dave Golliher.  Ken Dobesh will drive the white truck; Steve Groth will be a backup for Ken. I will drive the route with Steve Groth. Tomorrow the snowplow will be put on the white truck so we are ready; the salter is already on the truck. 

Street sign vandalism: Supervisor Keller said there has been an occurrence of signs being knocked down, especially along the Black Wolf Area: stop signs and stop ahead signs. He discussed using a camera for surveillance in the area and will contact the Sheriff’s Department about this problem.



SANITARY DISTRICT REPORT:  


Scott Mateyka said repairs will be done by the end of the week on three damaged manholes on Country Club. Rings around manholes will be tried out before winter. The Sanitary District cleaned out the lines on Country Club and did preventative maintenance. Scott will be marking the manholes soon and will pull out the marker posts next spring. 

CONSTABLE’S REPORT:
 Chris Martell was not present.  
BUILDING INSPECTOR’S REPORT: 

Dave Frank was not present. There were no questions about his report.  
APPROVAL OF BILLS:  Supervisor Herzing moved to approve the payment of bills for November, 2010, second by Supervisor Keller. CARRIED.   

Chairman Frassetto moved to adjourn until December 13, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. seconded by Supervisor Herzing.  CARRIED.  
Respectfully submitted,
Ellen Chmielewski, Clerk
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