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      TOWN OF BLACK WOLF  

2011 SPRING Newsletter

  
                                          Website:  townofblackwolf.com     E-mail: tbw@northnet.net
            Newsletters are published twice a year, Spring and Fall.

Please keep this issue for reference. Check our website for additional information and past Newsletters.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SPRING ELECTION: April 5th, 7 am – 8 pm
ANNUAL MEETING April 12th
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The Annual Meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 12, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.     The meeting is open to the public. Town residents are invited and encouraged to attend.  This is a time for residents to present and discuss concerns and/or issues they would like the town officers to consider.     We welcome your comments!
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Garbage and Recycling
 Remember that all garbage/recyclables must be IN THE CARTS.  Do not place any items/bags, etc. next to them as Veolia will only pick up what is in the cart (lid closed).  If you need an extra cart, you may set up extra service with Veolia (800-688-4285) for a monthly fee.  Place carts no more than 10’ off the road, in the driveway, next to each other, with both carts facing the road. 
Why Recycle?   The answer is simple!  It costs the Town less for dumping recycled materials than garbage/trash:  $19.00 per ton for recyclables; $33.10 per ton for garbage/ trash.  Please recycle as much as possible!  Your next tax bill will reflect what the Town paid to Veolia for pick-up fees for 2011.  2010’s tax bill included $144/household for the whole year, with weekly garbage and recyclables pick-up.
[image: image23.wmf]Emergency Telephone Notification
Register your cellular phone to receive emergency phone calls and text messages about impending disasters and emergencies in Winnebago County.  They will be generated from police and fire agencies of Winnebago County.  There is no cost to participate.  Sign-up today: www.co.winnebago.wi.us
For assistance registering your cell phone or receiving these messages, call (920) 236-7459.                                              
“ICE” In Case of Emergency  is a program that enables first responders, such as paramedics, firefighters, and police officers to identify victims and contact their next of kin to obtain important medical information.  It encourages people to enter emergency contacts in their cell phone contact list   under the name "ICE". Alternately, a person can list multiple emergency contacts as "ICE1", "ICE2", etc.   
Town Hall Forum: 
Bike and Pedestrian Paths, Green Spaces and Recreational Spaces.  

The Black Wolf Planning Commission has scheduled a “Town Hall Forum” to get residents’ input on the future of bike and pedestrian paths, green spaces and recreational spaces.  The members of the Plan Commission are seeking advice and recommendations as we continue to work on the Town of Black Wolf Comprehensive Plan.  The meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 19th, 2011 at 6:30 p.m.
[image: image24.wmf]Open Book
The Open Book is expected to be held in June, according to our Assessor John Bodouski with Bowmar Appraisals                        (920) 733-5379.  Watch the website and posting boxes for more information, or call the Town Hall office at 688-1404.  This is the time when you can meet with the assessor if you have questions on property assessments. 
New Sanitary District Treasurer:  
After many years of working for the Sanitary District, Tony Putzer has retired. Our best to Tony and many thanks for all of his years of service for our town. His daughter, Jenny Oleson, will take his place. Contact Jenny at (920) 420-1208 with any Sanitary District questions.
Storm Water Utility District

As you noticed on your property tax billing, the Town has established a Storm Water Utility District and funded it with a $12.50 surcharge on each tax parcel (the surcharge did not increase property taxes). 

We are entering the time of year when rains and snow melt increase runoff. The Town Board would appreciate any information on storm water choke points (areas where flooding occurs or waters tend to be retained without draining away). We are, of course, aware of some of these problem areas already, but over the next few years we need to develop a comprehensive plan to deal with flooding issues.

You can provide this information directly to the Black Wolf Town Board office – 688-1404.

 [image: image1.wmf]Town Burning Policy:  There are no ordinances which prevent burning in the Township; however, please respect your neighbors and observe good safety practices.   Be especially careful to burn only during calm periods of the day or early evening.  Be sure to notify the Van Dyne and City of Oshkosh Fire Departments if you’re planning a large burn.
New and Improved Website
The Town’s new website is up and running, using the same web address: townofblackwolf.com     Information about meetings, news, agendas, forms, elections, pictures and more is organized in a user-friendly manner.  Links to agencies and other features have been added.   
160TH Anniversary Open House
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Lakeside School 
Class of 1940-41
We had a great response last September when town residents joined us to celebrate the 160th anniversary of the Town of Black Wolf.  We sold 125 booklets (67 pages) with interesting facts and pictures from the past.  We also sold over 35 DVD’s and CD’s with 20 minutes of pictures which provided a glimpse back at life in the early days.   If you are interested buying an Anniversary Booklet or DVD or CD, please call the office at 688-1404. 

[image: image26.wmf]Medication Take-Back
When: 
ANYTIME
Where:   Lobby – City Safety Bldg. (Church & Jackson Streets in Oshkosh)

All medications (including those for animals) may be brought in and put in the drop box.

DO NOT flush medications down the toilet which end up in the drinking water or the waterways.  DO NOT throw medications in the garbage which may leach back into the ground over time and alter the environment. 

Sanitary District Quarterly Bills
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   Did you know that you can drop off payments for your quarterly sanitary district bills in the slot on the door of the Sanitary District building?  That’s the building located East of the Town Hall. 
   Contact the Sanitary District with any questions about your sewer assessment.  
Radon Kits – If you would like to test you home for Radon, pick up a test kit at the Town Hall for $5.  After testing is completed, you mail the test sample in; a written report on the radon level detected will be mailed to you.  The Town Hall is open every day from noon-5 pm, except on Wednesdays.
[image: image28.wmf]Smoke Alarm

Carbon Monoxide Alarm
As of February 1, 2011, both alarms are now required in almost all one and two-family dwellings, regardless of the building’s age.  Owners are responsible           for alarm installations and occupants have the responsibility of maintaining the alarms.  Smoke alarms must be installed in the basement and on each floor level    (not including attics, garages, or storage areas). 

To increase safety, have a qualified electrician install hard-wired, interconnected smoke alarms so that when one sounds, they all sound.  Be sure to install a new battery in all smoke alarms at least once a year.  Install a new battery immediately if an alarm “chirps” to indicate a low battery.  Special smoke alarms are made for people who are deaf or hard of hearing.  These alarms use strobe lights.   For more information, go to the website www.commerce.wi.gov
Black Wolf Sanitary District

In 2009, the Black Wolf Sanitary District completed its four-year clear water abatement program.  We are now realizing the benefits of these efforts.  In 2010, sewage flows were 35% lower than the 2004 flows.  This translates into a $25,000 annual treatment fee savings.  In addition to the substantial savings, the tighter system helps protect its users from wet conditions.  We would like to remind residents and business that it is illegal to discharge sump pump water into the sanitary sewer.  Please check your sump pump to confirm that it is not connected to the sewer.

We would also like to remind residents and businesses in the Black Wolf Sanitary District that any sewer lateral work requires a sanitary permit.  The $65 fee for this permit covers the cost of the inspection.  
Sanitary District Office:  (920) 233-2901 
Chuck Linde:    (920) 527-1270
Scott Mateyka:  (920) 216-6773

2011 Recycling Calendars
There are still a few 2011 magnetic recycling calendars available in the office, along with magnetic Black Wolf business cards.  Please stop in and pick them up.  
The recycling schedule is also on our website.
The Winnebago County Household Hazardous Material Facility 2011 Operational Schedule is also available.

Railroad Quiet Zone Update

(So close and yet so far)
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Between the last newsletter update and today, you may have noticed the placement of supplemental safety measures (SSM’s) on Fisk and Ripple roads.  This was done to get the town under the risk reduction threshold require to established our quiet zone.  Well, since we continue hearing the horns, you’re right if you think something is amiss.  With no advance notice, either directly from the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), its local representative or through the media and other outlets, we were informed that the FRA lowered its risk reduction threshold in December, 2010.

What this means is that more has to be done before we can issue a quiet zone notice to the railroad. More SSM’s have to be put in place in some fashion.  The Town is concerned that placing more channeling devices would be disruptive and costly from an initial capital outlay to the certain annual maintenance that would be required.  We are meeting with the Canadian National Railroad in an effort to replace standard gates for longer ones that would effectively render crossings “closed” due to their length.  The railroad is not a fan of this so we may not be successful.  

We’re also working with Congressman Petri and his staff to check into other avenues that may be available to us as we pursue our quiet zone efforts.  

The Town Board is committed to finishing this project and will do everything we can to get it done with additional costs and reducing, to the extent possible, any further delays.

Springtime Clean-up Time

The return of spring is accompanied by the return of many things.  The robins are back; the red-winged blackbirds are back; and yes, the litter and garbage in the ditches (also know as the town’s stormwater sewer system) are back.  I am sure you are aware all that garbage, if not picked up, is destined for Lake Winnebago.  
The Town was issued a MS4 (Municipal Separate Stormwater Sewer System) discharge permit by the DNR for our ditches east of Highway 45.  The one of the conditions of the permit makes it illegal for the town to allow any waste products, including litter, to enter Lake Winnebago via the ditches.  
Now we all know this is just common sense, but you would think that not throwing cans, bottles, fast food containers, etc out of car windows would be common sense also.  The fact is it does happen.  Let’s take this time to help out each other and the town.  This is a great time of the year to take a walk by yourself or with friends and family.  When doing so, please take along a garbage bag and collect garbage.  The only thanks you will probably get is the satisfaction of doing something good and this one…
   THANK YOU!
Ice Shanties

This is a good time to remind all you ice fishermen and friends of ice fishermen that you can only store up to three ice shanties outside on your property.  Any in excess of three will need to be moved.
Firefighters Needed!  Been thinking about volunteering?

Help protect our community

· Serve your community close to home

· Join a great group of men and women

· Meet new people

· Learn new skills

We are in need of firefighters and first responders.

Open to all residents living or employed in Friendship and Black Wolf.  No experience necessary.  We will train you!  For more information call Mike Liner at (920) 688-2875 or email us at vdfd@charter.net

April prepares her green traffic light and the world thinks GO!
 Spring is when you feel like whistling even with a shoe full of slush. 
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          Oshkosh Country Club 1924
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First a howling blizzard woke us,

Then the rain came down to soak us,

And now before the eye can focus -

Will come the bloom of the lovely Crocus

 2010/2011 Winter Snow Plowing
Rob Keller, Supervisor 2

I would say that we had five significant snow events this year, most of which were events to remember. The snow piled and drifted so high that our Town trucks were not always able to clear or handle the weight. This became more the case when the roads had slick ice under the heavy snow. As a result, we found it necessary to call in Winnebago County trucks and crew when larger equipment was needed. The County was very responsive to our needs. 

Our drivers work very hard to get roads quickly passable and return to further improve the conditions multiple times for each significant storm. We appreciate any calls that we get regarding specific road conditions. Such reporting is very helpful in directing our attention to areas that most need follow-up plowing. 

We are considering the installation of snow fences in areas found to be high drift candidates. I will be considering such action prior to next season and intend to contact land some land owners for permission to install fences on private land. As a point of interest, I have noted parts of an article suggesting an alternative to traditional snow fence. See below:
Thanks go to all snowplow drivers for their dedicated service and residents for their comments and suggestions.  Now is the time to service our equipment in preparation of the 2011-2012 season. The weather even cooperated during the spring melt allowing few flooding concerns. 
Corn Rows Instead of Snow Fence                                         Corn rows could replace snow fences to prevent drifting near highways           By Liz Welter • Central Wisconsin Sunday • March 6, 2011 

The ubiquitous bright orange snow fences lining highways from November to April may give way to rows of corn planted to prevent the treacherous drifting common along roadways every winter.

In a pilot program tested in southern Wisconsin, farmers left eight to 16 rows of corn standing in fields parallel to highways at the end of the growing season. The corn rows prevented snow from drifting onto the highways.

"It worked. The county gets calls over and over again that this intersection is so bad. But this year, it wasn't as near as bad as other years," said Floyd Shirk of Lancaster, whose farm is along the intersection of highways 35 and 81 in Grant County.

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation compensates farmers for not harvesting the corn they plant near highways. Farmers are paid 50 cents per bushel above the price paid for the crop.

"There's not much to it. They came out and measured everything, and basically all we had to do was let it stand," Shirk said.

(continued…)
While the program could save the state some money, another benefit is that corn rows seem to control drifting better than snow fences, said Leif Hubbard, DOT spokesman.
 "We know this will be more cost effective than sending crews to put up a snow fence," Hubbard said.  …
What do think?  An ongoing concern and subject of discussion in our town has been bicycle and pedestrian safety on our roads. The common cause of car-pedestrian or car-bicycle collisions is that the driver does not see the individual. When the driver does see the individual, there is not enough time to react.  One solution is to make you more visible. Bright or reflective clothing helps. Speed limit reductions in rural roads do not actually slow traffic. Narrowing the roadway widths does. This seems counter intuitive for safety, but it is true. We will be looking at these issues in an effort to improve public safety. There are things that can be done in your neighborhood as noted in some of the suggestions listed:
          Stop Neighborhood Speeding     

· Use yard signs to remind drivers to slow down.  Make your own out of plywood or laminated poster board.  Use large letters and a simple message.  Hold a neighborhood sign-making party and let the kids decorate.
· Set the pace by simply driving at or below the neighborhood speed limit.

· Use a radar gun to monitor speeds.  Recording the speeds can help you justify the need for traffic calming or police enforcement.  You can buy a Bushnell radar gun for $80 or a Hot Wheels version for $25.

· Reclaim the street by walking or biking in your neighborhood.  Consider creating neighborhood art to display near the edge of your property.  Make it look like people live and play there.

A little extra speed makes a big impact!
9 out of 10 pedestrians survive being hit by a vehicle traveling at 20 MPH
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
5 out of 10 pedestrians survive being hit by a vehicle traveling at 30 MPH 
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
1 out of 10 pedestrians survive being hit by a   vehicle traveling at 40 MPH 
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
Building Permits - Building Inspector, Dave Frank, issues Building Permits.  Dave is available at the Town Hall Office on Tuesday evenings from 6:00 to 7:00 pm.  You may also call Dave directly at his home phone: (920) 233-1999. A new Permit Fee Schedule, effective 3/2011, for Residential and Commercial is on the website or in the office. 

Permits from Dave are required for the following:
· New Construction Permit


· Moving Structure Permit

· Addition Permit


· Remodeling Permit



     

· Mechanical Permit

· Razing Permit

· Special Project Permit: window/door, foundation repairs, siding, decks

Zoning Permits - Zoning Administrator, Tom Verstegen, issues Zoning Permits. Tom is available at the Town Hall Office Monday & Tuesday evenings from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. You may also call Tom on his cell phone: (920) 379-3081. Permits from Tom are required for the following:    

· New Construction
· Accessory Building/Structures

· Additions

· Road Access (Culvert) Permit
· Fences
· Moving Structures
· Sign Permit
· Fill Permit 
Chris Martell, Constable (920) 688-2445
[image: image32.wmf]   Spring is here and it’s time to send out a few reminders about pets. The Town’s dog ordinance states that dogs must be under control at all times. This doesn’t mean that the dog needs to be on a leash, but if that’s what is needed to keep a dog under control, then do so.  Also, be sure to remove your animal’s waste and properly dispose of it when you return home. Don’t leave your dog’s mess for someone else to clean up.

    If your dog does get away, call me at home (688-2445) so that I can make a note of it and call you back if I get a call or find your dog. If you find a dog running loose DO NOT CAPTURE OR HOLD THE DOG!!  Don’t let it in your garage, put it in your kennel, tie it up or let a stray in your house! There have been many instances that a seemingly friendly dog turns on and harms the person(s) that has captured them. All stray or strange dogs should be treated with caution and not approached. 

   Also, try not to leave food out for animals. If you feed them, they will return. This applies to dogs and cats. There are no ordinances regarding cats in the Town. If you have strays in your area and you want them captured, again, call me at home and I will do what I can to capture them. If you trap a cat on your own (without the knowledge of the Town) you will be responsible for the disposition of the animal.
   All animals are taken to the Oshkosh Area Humane Society. If you take a dog or cat to the shelter without prior authorization from the Town, you will be charged $35 per animal (or $35 for a litter of pups or kittens). If your pet has been captured and taken to the shelter, there is a fee for picking the pet up. Once an animal has been taken to the shelter, it must be claimed at the shelter. 

   The Town’s ordinance only allows two dogs per household and the dog(s) must be licensed: $3 if neutered or spayed; $8 if not.  Dog tags are issued by the Treasurer, John McDermott.

Did you Vote? 
Of the 1,862 registered voters in Black Wolf, this was the turnout:

April, 2010
   335 voters
September, 2010
   587 voters

November, 2010
1,304 voters

February, 2011    
   235 voters

April, 2011
      ?
Recycling Efforts
[image: image33.wmf] Puzzled by Plastic?  People are sometimes puzzled about which plastics can be recycled and which should go in the trash.  There’s a good reason for these questions.  Plastics are a group of very chemically diverse materials.  Fortunately, a national coding system requires most consumer plastics to be labeled with a resin code 1 through 7.  This helps consumers identify the types of plastic used in making bottles and other containers.   While the code provides guidance, it should be viewed with caution because of the misleading use of the recycling triangle.  The presence of the triangle does not necessarily mean that the item is accepted for recycling.  Plastic containers #1 and #2 should be recycled. 
 Plastic containers #1 (soft drinks, water, juice, sports drinks, mouthwash, ketchup, salad dressing, food jars for peanut butter, jelly, jam, pickles) are recycled into fiber for carpet, fleece jackets, comforter fill, and tote bags.   

Containers #2 (milk, water juice, cosmetics, shampoo, dish and laundry detergents, household cleaners) are recycled into plastic lumber for outdoor decking, fencing, picnic tables, floor tiles, buckets, crates, flower pots, garden edging, recycling bins, etc.  Rinsing the recyclable bottles, jars and cans is necessary.  The water and energy used is far outweighed by the value gained by recycling.
Town of Black Wolf  

380 E. Black Wolf Avenue, Oshkosh, WI 54902


Phone: (920) 688-1404
              
FAX (920) 688-1405                                        


E-mail: tbw@northnet.net
Website: townofblackwolf.com
Town Chairman: 
  Frank Frassetto  
   Supervisor I:  Thomas Herzing        
Supervisor II:  Robert Keller          Treasurer:   John McDermott

Clerk/Office Mgr:  Ellen Chmielewski   Constable:      Chris Martell
Deputy Clerk / Office Assistant:    Mona Schultz

Zoning Administrator: Tom Verstegen   Building Inspector: Dave Frank
Assessor:   Bowmar Appraisal, John Bodouski

Town Hall Office Hours: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 12 noon – 5:00 p.m.  

Use the drop box located by the front door when the office is closed.
Please note:  Phone calls should be directed to the Town Hall, unless 

it’s an emergency.  Messages will be taken and forwarded to the 

proper individual or department, thus eliminating the need to contact 

town officials at their homes.  Thanks!

Zoning Administrator, Tom Verstegen, Town Hall Office Hours

Mondays & Tuesdays   5:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall
Zoning permits and information may be obtained by contacting Tom at the Town Hall on Monday or Tuesday evenings (688-1404) or calling his cell phone (920) 379-3081. 
Appointments can be made to meet with him at any time.  

Building Inspector, Dave Frank, Town Hall Office Hours

Tuesdays 
6:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall
Building permit questions may be answered by calling Dave

directly at (920) 233-1999.  

Assessor:

Bowmar Appraisal, Inc. John Bodouski (920) 733-5369

3005 W. Brewster, Appleton, WI  54914 

MEETING SCHEDULES – Town Hall            

Special circumstances sometimes require the need to change meeting dates and/or times.  Postings are updated on a regular basis. Check the website or posting boxes located at the following locations:

· Town Hall

· Lakeshore Mart

· Lakeshore Superette

· Ripple Rd across from Oshkosh Country Club

Town Board Meetings

     7:00 p.m. – 2nd Monday of each month.  

Planning & Zoning Committee Meetings 

     6:30 p.m. – 1st Tuesday of each month.
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Think 


Spring!
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